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Signed:……………………………………                                           Date:………………….. 

 

VAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
CYNGOR CYMUNED Y FAN 

 
Chairman Councillor  Maria Hall, Clerk/R.F.O.  John Dilworth 

Vice-Chairman Councillor Eileen Macey.   
 

Minutes, 
Full Council Meeting,  

Friday, 20th November, 2015,  
Van Community Centre. 

 
Present: Councillors Russell Deacon, 

David Hill, 
Sheila Newbury, 
Gwyn Nicolls, 
Fay Gay, 
Brian Jenkins, 
Eileen Macey. 

   
In attendance: Clerk/R.F.O. John Dilworth. 

 
 

 Public, any issues, and limited to ten minutes. 
 

 Clerk’s advice, Arnold Baker, 9th Edition on Access to Council Meetings states: 

“Many local councils set aside a period when the public can ask questions or even 
make statements. This is an excellent practice as long as the period is defined, and 
is clearly understood that the public must not take part at any other time.”  

  
It is not a public meeting but a council meeting and legally constituted to discuss 
published business. 
 
No members of the public were present. 
 

73/15 Apologies for absence. 
  
 There were apologies for absence received from the following Council members; Councillor 

Barbara Jones, and Maria Hall. It was noted,  Councillor Chris Forehead had sent her resignation 
by email to the Chairman, 20th November, 2015, with immediate effect. 
 
Following the resignation of Councillor Chris Forehead, the Clerk to write to Councillor Forehead to 
thank her for her service to the Council and the Community it serves and every success in her 
future undertakings. 

  

74/15 Declarations of interests. To receive disclosures of personal interests from Members in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct (Note: Members are requested to give written notice of the 
item number and subject matters that their interest relates to and signify the nature of the personal 
interest). 
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 No conflict of interest was reported. 
  
75/15 Police matters. 
  
 The Clerk circulated copies of the Police Report, i.e. as reproduced: 

 
“Van Council Report - 18th Nov 2015 

 
Apologies: CSO Claire Robinson and CSO Lisa Gibbs 

 

Clos Guto School Parking 
CSO Lisa Gibbs and PC Carl Morgan attended Clos Guto with Dave Matthews from Traffic 
Management on Mon 19th October. Dave monitored the parking and traffic outside St Helen’s 
school and in the Van Centre Car Park. Dave has advised that there is nothing he can do at this 
times as the problem is only at school start and finishing times, plus there is plenty of parking 
outside and in the car park plus in the streets surrounding the area.  
Besides this the residents that have Police signs on their gates have been giving certain people 
permission to park in front of their driveways therefore the signs aren’t effective.  
 
Halloween 
CSO’s patrolled Caerphilly for the fireworks on Halloween and can report there were no issues. 
 
Your Voice 
Surveys are currently being done all over Gwent. Please spread the word to residents to go online 
and complete the ‘Gwent Police Your Voice surveys’.  
 

The next Your Voice Meeting is 16th Dec @ St James Primary @ 6pm 
 
Christmas 
CSO’s will be running their annual Intergeneration Christmas Meal for older person’s in December. 
Invites will be sent out shortly. 
 
Parking Problems – Gwaun Newydd 
CSO Claire Robinson has looked at this problem. As there is no parking restrictions at the location 
there are no offences. The only offence that could be used is ‘unnecessary Obstruction’ however 
we would need to see the vehicle that parked second to book them for the obstruction. We will 
keep monitoring. 
 
Paris Attacks 
Update from Caerphilly Central Inspector: 
Good Afternoon Councillors 
 
Following the heinous attacks in Paris on Friday, I wanted to contact you to reassure you that 
locally, we have plans in place for any such event and that at present, there is no intelligence to 
suggest that our area will be subject to any similar sort of attack.  
 
That said, we are not complacent in any way and have increased security in and around our 
assets and increased patrols in key, highly populated areas.  
 
I would be extremely grateful if you could pass on this message to your constituents should 
anyone ask about the events and let me know directly of any tensions that arise so that we can 
quell any concerns at the earliest possible opportunity. We have always celebrated difference 
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within both our geographical areas with communities living in harmony and long may that continue.  
 
To reinforce the message, there is no information that anyone locally needs to be concerned in 
anyway and the overriding message from Gwent Police is ‘business as usual’ at present. We will of 
course continue to re-assess this on a daily basis and I will be in touch should this change.  
 

Inspector Carl Williams.” 
  

76/15 To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting, 16th October, 2015, (appendix 1.) 
  
 The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. There was no discussion on the 

minutes. 
  
77/15 Matters arising. 
  
 Public Issues, Dog fouling Bins, Site Meeting, “Lansbury Matters, 28th October, 2015, 15:28, 

published Facebook, i.e. as reproduced:  “Dog bins are now in place ........please use them 
properly .....there will be enforcement officers patrolling the area.......also there is even more 
rubbish on the streets now, after the 30th October fines will be issued.” 

  
 Minute 61/15 Notice of Election (minor authority representative). The Clerk to the Governing Body, 

St James Primary School, has been informed of the Council’s representative and contact details. 
  
 Minute 69/15 iii Clerk to inquire with Ms. Tina McMahon, Senior Community Regeneration 

Co-ordinator, Caerphilly C. B. C., the Clerk read out the reply from Mr Damian Owen, CF 
Cluster Manager, i.e., as reproduced: 
 
“Lansbury Matters first came to the attention of the Communities First delivery team in January 
2015. Communities First were approached by members of the Group, led by Cllr. Elaine Forehead 
to support them establish themselves as a constituted group. The initial advice to them was to join 
the Van Communities First Partnership as the aims of the 2 groups were identical. They initially 
agreed with this and were to run initially as a sub group of the partnership, they thus started to 
engage 
in the Partnership meetings. However they then decided that they would prefer to be separately 
constituted. The Communities First GAVO Development officers provided support around the 
governance issues, helping them with their AGM and constitution and advising on bank accounts 
etc. The group has continued to run, and approaches the CF team on regular basis, mainly looking 
for support or providing suggestions for activities which we could run in the community. They have 
also 
supported us in promoting our activities, mainly through word of mouth and their very active social 
media accounts.” 
 
The information was noted for the grant application to be dealt with later in the agenda. A 
discussion ensued on taking forward public issues and their agenda since it was pointed out that it 
would be useful if members know what they are raising with the Council, prior to the meeting. 
(Possibly, any public issues to be notified to the Clerk prior to the Council meeting). 

  
78/15 Correspondence. 
  
 The Clerk circulated a schedule of correspondence received since the last meeting. 
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i. Emails (14), Miss Michelle Jones; complaint against member, Clerk, and Dog Fouling 
16th October, 2015, 18:21, 21:53, and 21.58,  
17th October, 8:11, 8.14, 8:25,16.58 and 22.34, 
18th October, 08.30, 
19th October, 10.38, 
23rd October, 10.43, and 17.32, 
24th October, 06.52, 
26th October, 09.56. 
 
Correspondence cannot be read out, data protection, personal details but remain on file. 
 
Noted and no discussion. 

  
ii. Email, 19th October, 2015, Miss Kate Dowell, Snr Engineer, CCBC, advises further to the 

correspondence,   29th July 2015 with details of the proposed improvements to Pwll-y-pant 
roundabout. A number of difficulties arouse which have been resolved and a funding 
application will be submitted to the National Assembly for Wales. Date for commencement of 
works will be advised. Noted. 

  
iii. Email, 21st October, 2015, the Finance Committee, National Assembly for Wales, has 

advised, consultation on the draft Public Services Ombudsman (Wales) Bill. Consultation 
closes on the 18th January 2016. 
 
Consultation letter from Mrs Jocelyn Davies AM. 
 
“Consultation on the draft Public Services Ombudsman (Wales) Bill The Finance Committee 
is calling for evidence on the draft Public Services Ombudsman (Wales) Bill. To assist with its 
consideration, the Committee would welcome your views on the draft Bill. Background On 21 
January 2015, the Finance Committee agreed to undertake an inquiry to consider extending 
the powers of the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales (“the Ombudsman”) and should the 
evidence support the extension of the Ombudsman’s powers the Committee would consider 
introducing a Committee Bill. (Full details of the Committee’s initial inquiry are available on 
the Committee’s webpage.) In May 2015, the Committee published its report on 
Consideration of Powers: Public Services Ombudsman for Wales and recommended that a 
Bill should be introduced into the Assembly. The Committee agreed to consult on a new draft 
Bill which would re-enact much of the existing Public Services Ombudsman (Wales) Act 2005 
but with new provisions recommended by the Committee in its report. To assist with its 
considerations of the draft Bill, the Committee would welcome your views on the questions 
attached at Annex A. Invitation to contribute to the inquiry The Committee welcomes 
responses in Welsh or English from both individuals and organisations and will hold oral 
evidence sessions in due course. Submissions should be no longer than five sides of A4, with 
numbered paragraphs, and should focus on matters set out below. Please see guidance for 
those providing evidence for committees. If you wish to submit evidence, please send an 
electronic copy (preferably a word version) of your submission to 
SeneddFinance@Assembly.Wales Alternatively, you can write to: Committee Clerk Finance 
Committee National Assembly for Wales Cardiff Bay, CF99 1NA. Submissions should arrive 
by 18 January 2016. It may not be possible to take into account responses received after this 
date. The Committee would be grateful if you could forward a copy of this letter to any 
individuals or organisations that might like to contribute to the review. A copy of this letter will 
be placed on the National Assembly’s website with an open invitation to submit views. 
Disclosure of Information The Assembly’s policy on disclosure of information is available, 
please ensure that you have considered these details carefully before submitting information 
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to the Committee. Alternatively a hard copy of this policy can be requested by contacting the 
Clerk (Leanne Hatcher 0300 200 6343).” Noted. 

  
iv. Email, 30th October, 2015, S W Fire & Rescue Service, Stakeholder of the South Wales Fire 

and Rescue Service please note that we have published our Stage 2 Improvement Plan 
2014/15. 
 
The Plan together with a brief questionnaire is available interactively on our Website at 
http://www.southwales-fire.gov.uk/English/aboutus/Pages/Howdidwedonin201415.aspx and 
hard copies can be provided if required on request. 
Should you have any queries about the Plan please email performance@southwales-
fire.gov.uk<mailto:performance@southwales-fire.gov.uk. Noted. 

  
v. Letter, 3rd November, 2015, Interim Monitoring Officer, CCBC, refers to a members request 

for a meeting with the Interim Monitoring Officer, regarding emails received by the Clerk of a 
critical nature. The Interim Monitoring Officer is unable to advise since the matter could be 
referred to the Ombudsman. Referred to in the minutes. 

  
vi. Email, 5th November, 2015, Miss Helen Morgan, Snr. Committee Clerk, Budget Challenge, 

Residents across the Caerphilly county borough are being given the chance to have their say 
on proposals to deliver over £12.4million in council savings next year (2016/17). 
 
An online survey is now available on the CCBC website 
(www.caerphilly.gov.uk/budgetchallenge). Noted. 

  
vii. Email, 8th November, 2015, Claire Robinson, Community Support Officer 210, Bedwas 

Neighbourhood Policing Team. 
 
Notified, start of the next ‘Your Voice’ cycle. 
  
Request to share the links and passed onto Mr Nick Rutter, Web Manager, CCBC. 
 
https://www.gwent.police.uk/yourvoicesurvey/ - 
  
The second link takes users to the St James page of the Gwent Police website. There they 
can see what action has been taken to tackle the current priorities. 
  
https://www.gwent.police.uk/nc/my-area/ward/CE017/. Noted. 

  
viii. Emails, 9th November, 2015, 20:55, CSO Lisa Gibbs, St James Ward, Bedwas 

Neighbourhood Team, Funding Availability, 16th October, 12:03, 13:04, 14:24, and 17:18, 
18th October, 2015, 11:58, attached, Police Report and apologies CSOs Claire Robinson and 
Lisa Gibbs (report to be tabled). Copies, Police Report, made and distributed at the meeting. 

  
viiii. Email, 17th November, 2015, Welsh Water,  

 
“Ready for winter? Help us Wrap Up Wales. 
See our video at: https://youtu.be/xTFwnuzyc2k 
  
With the cold weather just about upon us, Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water is asking you to join our 
‘Wrap Up Wales’ campaign to help avoid the disruption and inconvenience that frozen water 
pipes cause many households and businesses. We are urging people to spend a few 
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moments to protect their pipes from bursting and causing damage that can run into 
thousands of pounds. 
As part of the campaign, there’s an online test at www.WrapUpWales.com to see if your 
home or business is ready for winter and get a free lagging kit to protect outdoor pipes from 
the cold weather. 
To help raise awareness of the campaign, we are asking for your help.  If you could display 
the poster attached or mention us on Facebook or simply follow and retweet our messages to 
spread our Wrap Up Wales message.” Noted. 

  
x. Email, 17th November, 2015, Mr Robert Campbell, Clerk, Town and Community Council 

Liaison Committee, communication to representatives by email. Councillor Eileen Macey is 
not on email and I have requested hard copies of the agenda and papers to her. Likewise 
Darran Valley and Gelligaer  
Community Councils. Next Community Council Liaison Sub-committee, 2nd December, 2015. 
Noted. 

  
xi. Email, 18th November, 2015, Mr Damian Owen, Cluster Manager, Communities First, reply to 

recent correspondence inquiry on Lansbury Matters in respect of their recent grant 
application.   
 
“Lansbury Matters first came to the attention of the Communities First delivery team in 
January 2015. Communities First were approached by members of the Group, led by Cllr. 
Elaine Forehead to support them establish themselves as a constituted group. The initial 
advice to them was to join the Van Communities First Partnership as the aims of the 2 groups 
were identical. They initially agreed with this and were to run initially as a sub group of the 
partnership, they thus started to engage in the Partnership meetings. However they then 
decided that they would prefer to be separately constituted. The Communities First GAVO 
Development officers provided support around the governance issues, helping them with their 
AGM and constitution and advising on bank accounts etc. The group has continued to run, 
and approaches the CF team on regular basis, mainly looking for support or providing 
suggestions for activities which we could run in the community. They have also supported us 
in promoting our activities, mainly through word of mouth and their very active social media 
accounts.” Reported in the minutes. 

  
xii. Email, 19th November, 2015, Mrs Karen James, Neighbourhood Housing Manager - 

Lansbury Park, following site meeting with Mrs James, regarding siting of a notice-board, 
grass area, pine end, no. 1, Pwll Coed. 
 
Mrs James confirmed, no concerns with the suggested location however I will need to write to 
the tenants at No 1 Coed Pwll to advise them of the proposals -14 days to contact Mrs James 
should they have any concerns. 
  
Attached with the letter will be a photograph of suggested notice board. 
  
Mrs James will be in touch following expiry of 14 day consultation period. Noted. 

  
xiii. Email, 20th November, 2015, Miss Helen Morgan, Snr. Committee Clerk, Draft Saving 

Proposals. Noted. 
  
xiiii. Email, 20th October, 2015, Derwen Housing for Older People, consultation event, Blackwood 

Miner’s Institute any time between 2-7pm on Tuesday 24th November to view our plans. 
Noted. 
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xv. Email, today’s date, Chairman, “…I have received a letter from Christine Forehead with her 

immediate resignation as she does not like the direction in which the council is heading.” The 
Clerk advised that the resignation has been properly delivered and is effective.  To agenda 
the casual vacancy, at the next meeting, January, 15th, 2016. 
 
Agenda at January meeting, to declare the casual vacancy. 

 
  
79/15 Planning. 
  
 No planning applications since the last meeting. 
  
80/15 Reports and local matters. 
  
 Caerphilly T. C. Firework Display, date was moved a week earlier due to a wedding booking and 

lack of communication on the changed date. 
  
81/15 Clerk’s Report (appendix 2), to follow. 

 
The Clerk tabled copies of his report. 

 
A. Site meeting, dog 

fouling bins, Lansbury 
Park, 
Tuesday, 27th October, 
2015. 

The meeting was held on Tuesday, 27th October, 2015, at 11.00am. It 
was attended by Councillors Eileen Macey, Sheila Newbury, together 
with the Clerk, and Mr Tudor Lewis, Public Services Officer, also in 
attendance were several members of Lansbury Matters.  
 
The meeting toured Haldane Court, onto the Stretch, footbridge, and 
finishing at the Van Community Centre. 
 
From the meeting emerged a recommendation; 
 
1 at the footpath junction, near top of Haldane Court, installed. 
 
1 at the footbridge 
 
1 rear of Graham Crt, bollards, fixed to one of the bollards, installed. 
 
1 Lansbury Distributer Road, installed. 
 
Council decision is required on making a contribution towards the cost 
of the four dog fouling bins at £261.35/bine inc. of VAT. 
 
Council’s contribution £1,045.40. 
 
Decision to make the contribution see minute 82/15 v.  

   
B. Site meeting,  

Notice-board locations, 
Monday, 2nd November, 
2015. 

Member’s instructions. 

Recommendations: 
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Decision to install notice-board on The Stretch, deferred. 

Replace notice-board at Van Community Centre, permission granted. 

Clerk to obtain cost from recognised contractor (used by CCBC) for 
installation and proceed). 

   
C. Freedom of Information 

request. 
Freedom of Information request, Miss Michelle Jones, Lansbury 
Matters, 24th October, 2015, ie as reproduced: 
 
“Just so you know too John. 

Annemarie is not secretary.  
Do you have a list of public money spent on lansbury in the last 4 years 

please. Only since the census. The group and a few others would like to see 

where the community council have spent please. Also what the community 

council have prioritised. We all want to see if a council....Many of which 

unable to vote because they have been co opted on. The message from 
Barbara at the meeting was I will email as soon as we get a date. We want 

to ensure that the residents of lansbury, mornington meadows and porset 
park have the representation needed. Our CC in all fairness is no where 

close to representing of our community here. This rule about money to 

community group.....has caused a stir I am afraid.......why a PSO  with a 

site manager what a waste of resources and what signal are you giving off. I 
can not make 27th too short notice. I am available on 29th id it can be 

rearranged. 

 
Many thanks 

Please don't say mail Barbara she's on holiday.” 

 
 
Freedom of Information reply,  Miss Michelle Jones, Lansbury Matters, 
forwarded electronically, 26th October, 2015, was provided within the 
twentieth day as stipulated in the legislation, i.e. as reproduced: 
 
“Very many thanks for your recent email, 24th October, 2015, 06.52 
which I am now able to answer since I am near the end of my two days 
leave and you are pressing for a reply. 
 
I have carefully considered the various points, at great length and time 
to the Council, you make the following in respect of the Freedom of 
Information request and I trust I have answered your queries in 
accordance to its legal provision: 
 
Secretary. 
 
Miss Annmarie Bridgeman as Secretary, signed the recent grant 
application form, dated the 15th October, 2015, and also a declaration. 
Today, on my second day of leave (why do I bother to take leave), I 
received a telephone call from Miss Sam Denheale, who introduced 
herself as the Secretary of Lansbury Matters. 
 
“…List of public money spent on Lansbury in the last 4 years.” 
 
This information can be extracted from the accounts which are in R&P. 
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A sum of money is allocated to the budget heading (2015-16, £2,500) 
and subject to application and Section 137 etc of the Local Government 
Act, 1972. The Audit and Account regulations do not require a ward 
breakdown. 
 
For the current year: 
Castle Park Neighbourhood Watch - £500 
Caerphilly Town Council Firework Display - £250 
Animation Project - £83 
Mayors Charity, CCBC - £150 
Lansbury Matters - £467 
 
“…council have prioritised…” Van Play area, grants to community 
groups, Summer Play-scheme (8 to 11 years and up to 45 children in a 
deprived area), Soup and Carols, Caerphilly Town Council Firework 
Display, Citizens Awards, Wedding Anniversaries, Chairman’s 
Allowance, Members Allowance, and Mayors Appeal. 
 
“We all want to see if a council....Many of which unable to vote 
because they have been co-opted on.” 
 
Van Community Council’s membership, eight members elected 
unopposed, two co-opted members. 
 
Due process in law has been executed and I refer you to the Notice of 
Vacancy 
 
“Notice is hereby given that a vacancy has arisen in the Lansbury ward 
of the above mentioned Council. 
An election will be held to fill the vacancy if notice is given in writing to 
the Returning Officer, at the address below, by TEN Local Government 
Electors from that ward within fourteen days from the date of this notice. 
If such notice has not been received by Tuesday, 8th June, 2015, the 
above council will fill the vacancy by co-option. 
Anyone interested in co-option to the Council should contact the Clerk 
to the Council at the address below.” 
Mr Gwyn Nicholls was the only written application and members 
approved his co-option since it is a member’s decision in accordance to 
the law. A ballot of electors is not required. 
There are three routes to membership of a Community Council: 
Election and if not contested, the person is elected unopposed (no vote 
taken). 
Co-option (members vote). 
Appointment by the Principal Authority (vote of members of Caerphilly 
C. B. C.) 
 
Site meeting, Dog Fouling Bins, Tuesday, 27th October, 2015, 
11am, Haldane Court. 
 
The date of the meeting, following your further representation, was 
agreed with the PSO on the 13th October, and referred to council on 
the 16th October. The 27th was agreed and the site meeting will take 
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place at Haldane Court, 11am. I cannot change the date since the PSO 
is committed, members and myself as Clerk. 
 
“This rule about money to community group.....has caused a stir I am 
afraid…”  
Van Community Council is dealing with public money and has to have 
checks and balances in awarding public funds. It has to comply with 
Section 137, LGA, 1972 and other sections. The amount allocated is 
limited and shared amongst community groups.. 
 
The Council has to answer both and internal and external auditors.  
  
The last audit (2014/15), there were no matters the external auditor 
wished to raise, in other words Van Community Council had a clean 
audit, don’t you think that is great especially on the previous Clerk's 
mishandling of the accounts.  
 
Auditors are satisfied as to the procedures in place. 
 
“…why a PSO…” 
  
Well I find this hard to answer. 
 
Councillor Barbara Jones made contact with the officer who will be at 
the Site Meeting. I was asked to phone him and discuss the matter of 
part funding the four Dog Fouling Bins. I am not aware that he will 
attend with a Site Manager. 
 
I shall be obliged if you have any further queries and I will do my best to 
fit them into my workload.  
  
A copy of this email is forwarded to Councillor Barbara Jones and 
members of the Council on email.” 
 
Freedom of Information requests must be provided, if the information is 
held on record, within twenty days. Her request was well within that 
time-scale. 
 
A point was raised on anonymity and the Clerk to investigate also the 
amount of time justified to address the queris. 

   
  Further to the report: The Independent Commission on Freedom of 

Information has issued a call for evidence, including on whether controls 
are needed to reduce burden of the Freedom of Information Act on public 
authorities. The Commission says it is interested in the balance between 
transparency and the burden of the Act on public authorities more 
generally. Responses are sought by 20th November 2015. 

D. Summer Play-
scheme, 2016, 
amended dates. 

 Amended dates 

  Week   
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  1. Monday, 25th July Friday, 29th July 
  2. Monday, 1st August Friday, 5th August 
  3. Monday, 8th August Friday, 12th August 
  4. Monday, 15th August Friday, 19th August 
   
  Member’s instructions. 
   
E. Soup and Carols, 

Friday, November, 
27th November, 2015, 
6.30p.m., at the Van 
Community Centre, 
Clos Guto. Clerk has 
made inquiries for 
singer (karaoke) and 
pianist. 

The arrangements are progressing and the services of Mr Dan Phelps, 
pianist, and Miss Kirsty Adams, singer karaoke have been agreed. Fee 
of £100 for each performance. 

Santa is attending. 

Soup, large tins of tomatoe and vegetable to be purchased; bowls 
(received), plates, tea, coffee, etc. 

300 flyers to go out. 

Still a lot to be done. 

It was resolved to confirm the fees to Miss Adams and Mr Phelps. 

   
F. CCBC 5-man 

cleansing 
programme, 
requested clean-up, 
Porset Brook, rear of 
Dol y Eos, 
Mornington 
Meadows.  

The Clerk reported the site has been cleared and members noted, a 
good job had been done. 

   

G. Members IT training. The Clerk circulated a questionnaire following inquires, however, Gwent 
College cannot accommodate an extensive training programme. It was 
pointed out it was envisaged that an overview rather than an extensive 
training was required. 

   
H. To note, plenary 

powers to the 
Chairman and Vice-
chairman in 
consultation with the 
Clerk during the 
Christmas Recess. 

Minute 13/15, AGM, 15th May, 2015, i.e. as reproduced: 

“It was resolved that, there be no meetings in the months of August 
and December. Plenary powers are granted to the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman, in consultation with the Clerk (including payment of 
creditors).” 

 

Members noted. 

   

I. Invitation to attend Miss Helen Morgan, Snr Committee Clerk CCBC, advises if members of 



VAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MINUTES, 20TH NOVEMBER, 2015. 
 

 
Signed:……………………………………                                           Date:………………….. 

 presentation, 
Politicians in 
Planning Association 
The RTPI’s Politicians 
in Planning 
Association (PIPA). 

community and town councils wish to attend a session: 

 

“Politicians in Planning Association 
The RTPI’s Politicians in Planning Association (known as PIPA) aims to 

influence planning policies and to press decision-makers to address current 

planning-related issues effectively. Members of PIPA play an important part in 

developing policy, knowledge and good practice. 
  
Who is PIPA for? 

        Members involved in planning for the UK or Scottish Parliaments and the 

Welsh or Northern Ireland Assemblies 
        Members involved in planning for the Greater London Authority 
        Convenors and Portfolio Holders (or their equivalents) for planning in local 

authorities 
        Local authority committee members and councillors 
        Board members of Local Economic, Regeneration and Development 

Partnerships 
        Board members of voluntary organisations serving communities 
        Town, community and parish council members 
        Members of local Civic and Development Trusts 
        Local authority-employed and independent RTPI members 
        Others engaged with spatial planning. 

  
Bulletins 
Regular Bulletins keep members up to date with current planning issues, 

publications and events and allow member-to-member exchanges to benefit 

from the vast range of Councillor knowledge and experience across the 

Network. To receive a sample Bulletin please email the Network Manager. 

Members have access to an archive of Bulletins and other useful resources. 
  
Ways of getting involved. 
We encourage members to submit information for inclusion in our email 

bulletin, to host small member events, and to promote dialogue and 

discussion. All PIPA activities are non-political. 
Please email us brief items for inclusion in the bulletin. such as news and 

information on research projects, events and good practice, or requests for 

assistance or information from other members. 
  
Join 
We are always pleased to welcome new Councillor members and we are 

happy through the Network to address issues that might bring greater clarity 

to democratic planning in practice. 
You can join the Network via this link.” 

 

Members to advise the Clerk if they wish to attend. 

   
J. Caerphilly Town Centre 

Management Group, 
20th October, and the 

Various items were discussed and this Council’s initiatives were 
reported to the meeting. 
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Van Partnership 
Meeting, 2nd November, 
2015. 

Interest was expressed from Lansbury Matters on the “Us Little Girls” 
choir attending Soup and Carols. 

Member’s noted. 

 
  
82/15. Finance. 
  
 i. To consider payment of creditors (appendix 3). 
   
  The list of credits was considered and the bills and invoices outlined be paid and cheques 

signed accordingly (A-E). 

 
A. 100142 Mr Dan Phelps, performance fee.  

Pianist, Soup and Carols, 27th November, 2015. 
100.00 

    
B. 100143 Miss Kirsty Adams, performance fee.  

Singer/karaoke, Soup and Carols, 27th November, 2015. 
100.00 

    

C. 100144 John Dilworth, reimburse for Council wreath, Remembrance Sunday. 17.00 

    
D. 100145 John Dilworth, Clerk’s net salary (less deductions), 2015/16, month 8. 533.56 

    
E. 100146 John Dilworth, expenses.  

  Postage  17.33  
  Photocopying  17.45  
  Stationary, inc 2 

large 301 ink jet 
cartridges.  

 74.76  

  Post Office 
Phone Card 

 10.00  

  Mileage (see 
breakdown) 

 75.57  

      
Journeys:    
1. 1-October-

2015 
Travelled to Trustmark, Talbot Green, and return, purchased 
replacement calculator. (2.48 miles). 

1.11  

2. 9-October-
2015 

Travelled to Trustmark, Talbot Green, and return, photocopy 
agenda and papers. (2.48 miles). 

1.11  

3. 12-October-
2015 

Travelled to Van and return, display supplementary agenda (26 
miles) 

11.70  

4. 16-October-
2015 

Travelled to Van and return, council meeting (26 miles) 11.70  

5. 20-October-
2015 

Travelled to Ty Penallta, Caerphilly Town Centre Grp. and return 
(33 miles). 

14.85  

6. 27-October-
2015 

Travelled to Van and return, site meeting, dog fouling bins. 11.70  

7. 2nd 
November, 
2015 (am) 

Travelled to Van and return, site meeting, notice-boards. 11.70  
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8. 2nd 
November, 
2015 (pm) 

Travelled to Van and return, Van Partnership Meeting. 11.70  

     
  Total claimed.  195.11 

 
   
 ii. Accounts, 2015/16, accounts (appendix 4a, 4b, and 4c.  
   
  The accounts were approved and spend against budget was noted. 
   
 iii. Grant applications: Lansbury Matters (Halloween, Kiddies Parties and Pantomime), 

appendix 5. 
 
The matter was discussed at length. 
 
 It was resolved that, to grant £250.00 having considered the grant request. Council 
considered that it is in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, their area or a part of it.   
 
There being no other powers to incur this expenditure the Council approved the request 
under the Local Government, Section 137 with the following condition: 
 
Van Community Council made the grant application in the understanding that it is 
sponsoring the event and that would be recognized in any literature or statements on 
Social Media. 

   
 iv. CSO Lisa Gibbs, St James Ward, Bedwas Neighbourhood Team, £300 to £350, 

intergeneration meal (cooked in the School) at St James Primary. Application form 
requested, 9th November, officer not available till 15th November, 2015. Decision when 
in receipt of completed form but I suspect no account. 
The matter was discussed at length. 
 
It was resolved that, to grant £100.00 having considered the grant request. Council 
considered that it is in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, their area or a part of it.   
 
There being no other powers to incur this expenditure the Council approved the request 
under the Local Government, Section 137 with the following condition: 
 
Van Community Council made the grant application in the understanding that it is sponsoring 
the event and that would be recognized in any literature or statements on Social Media. 

   
  The Clerk, reminded members that £1,000.00 has been ring-fenced for the Memorial Garden 

at St James Primary School which the Community Council initiated. The Clerk to forward a  
Grant application form to the School for consideration at the January meeting. 
 
Standing Orders suspended at 8.15pm till 845pm. 

   
 v. If appropriate and further to the site meeting,  to make a contribution towards the 

additional four dog fouling bins, located on Lansbury Park, to the Litter Authority, 
Caerphilly County Borough Council. 
 
It was resolved the Council’s contribution towards the cost of the four dog fouling bins, 
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Lansbury Park, (£261.35/bin inc. of VAT) £1,045.40. 

 
 vi. To discuss the Wales Audit Office correspondence dated 24 September and with 

reference to the 6th paragraph which read ‘auditors will focus on budget setting and 
monitoring and the engagement of internal audit for 2015-16 (item 5 on 
correspondence list). 

   
 The Clerk reported Council is already carrying out the new changes;  

 
Monitoring spend against budget, monthly. 
 
Appointment of Independent Internal Auditor will be considered at the January meeting. 
 
Members noted. 

  
84/15. Dissolution of Community Councils (Local Government (Wales) Measure, 2011, Part 7: 

Communities and Community Councils). 
  

Clerk advised: Historically the powers of dissolution rested under Sections 28 to 30, Local 
Government Act, 1972.  
 
Previously, a community meeting may be called by six local government electors to put forward a 
resolution to dissolve a community or town council. If the community meeting resolves to decision 
is dissolve the community council then the principal council is required to call a poll upon the 
resolution to retain or dissolve the community council. In October 1990 Bargoed Town Council 
narrowly escaped dissolution by 31 votes. 
 

Whilst the power of dissolution were not repealed by the 1994 Local Government (Wales) they 

were amended to give safe guards: 

 

Increasing the number of electorate to sign the notice to call the Community Meeting, 10% of the 

electorate, requiring, in this case, fifty signatures (10% of 3,500 electorate is 350. 

 

What has changed under the Local Government Wales Measure 2011 provides further safe 

guards for community and town councils. 

 
The notice to the Clerk to call a community meeting to dissolve the Council must be signed by 
10% of the electorate in the Community Council area. 
 
3,500 electorate on the register but that equates to 350 so it is 50 since 10%, 350, exceeds 50. 
 
The Principal Council must be satisfied that the notice is in order. 
 
30 days’ notice must be given. 
 
30% of the electorate must be present and registered on the electoral roll but 30% of 3,500 is 
1,050 so it is 300. 
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Officers from CCBC to check that those in attendance are on the register. 
 
The Chairman, if present, presides. 
 
Majority decision to dissolve the community council would require at least two thirds of those 
voting to support the proposal to dissolve the community council. 
 
CCBC initiate a poll (9 4pm). 
 
If the Council is dissolved then a replacement council cannot be set up for two years. 
 
All balances revert to the principal Council and if a new council is set-up by a poll after two years 
the balances would have been absorbed into the principal Council. 

 
However, Welsh Government, L G Wales Measurers, 2011, Part 7, Community Polls, page 6: 
 
“1.15 There is not legal expectation that the community council will take any action in response to 
a poll…” 

  

Redundancy payments will be due to the Clerk out of the balances and possibly further financial 

compensation for loss of earnings. 

 

Councillor David Hill recalled that under a previous administration which dramatcialyy increased 

the rates a Community Meeting was called and a vote to dissolve the council was carried. The 

principal authority, Rhymney Valley District Council did not iniitate a poll since reorganization of 

local government was pending and a Community Review which may have changed the size of 

Community Councils. 

 
85/15. Good youth and citizens awards (remain as an agenda item). 
  
 Deferred. 
  
86/15. Play Area, Van Terrace. 
  

The Clerk reported: 
 
The starting point is whether CCBC considers that there is a short fall in play provision and not the 
residence of Van Terrace and nearby. 
 
It is not whether the residence want it, it is whether CCBC considers that there is a short fall, the 
first stumbling block. 
 
The next is capital and maintenance budget provision. 
 
Council has ring-fenced minute24/15, £20,000. 
 
I was resolved the Clerk to commence negations with CCBC. 
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87/15. If appropriate, to set-up a Committee to meet representatives of Lansbury Matters and four 

members of the Council to be elected to the Committee, General Purpose Committee 
(Lansbury Matters). 
 
Meeting time scale; monthly, bye-monthly, quarterly or half yearly. 
 
Time of meeting; day or evening. 
 
Note from the Clerk: Standing Order 7: 
 

“The Council, for the purpose of discharging any of its functions or advising it on any 
matter relating thereto, may appoint one or more Committees comprising members of the 
Council and, if it so wishes, including persons who are not members thereof, but the latter 
shall not be permitted voting rights thereon and shall not be elected to preside thereat.” 
 
Initial discussion focused on the proposal and to convene prior to Council meetings on the 
request of the outside body. Further consideration at the January meeting. 

  
88/15. Van Community Centre garden project. 
  

Clerk reported, spoke to Mr Steve Hawkins, Community Centre Manager, CCBC, he has no 
objections, repairing or renewing raised beds. If agreement then progress with plans. 
 
Clerk to progress the matter with the allotment holders. 
 

89/15. Items for the next agenda. 
  
 To declare the casual vacancy, Lansbury Ward, following the resignation of Councillor 

Christine Forehead. 
  
 If appropriate, to set-up a Committee to meet representatives of Lansbury Matters and four 

members of the Council to be elected to the Committee, General Purpose Committee 
(Lansbury Matters). 

  
 To elect a Leader of the Council following the resignation of Councillor Christine Forehead. 
  
 Grant policy. 

 
  
 Meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
  
  
 


